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.ABSTRACT 
.A PHILOSOPHIC.AL EXPLORATION OF SOME UNSTATED 
~DUC.ATIONAL PRESUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING 
POLYNESIJHT EDUCATION IN NEW ZEALAND. 
ii 
The prime concern in a multi-racial society should be to 
encourage harmonious race relations in a system which aims at 
'equality'. The Education system is one way of achieving this 
objective. Historically New Zealand educational policy has 
emphasised assimilation or its later more euphemistic derivative 
integration. This policy effectively increased the rate of 
accul tura tio:1 but only at the expense of Polynesian culture and 
• 
'Maoritanga'. Subsequent academic failurey coupled with a 
steady decline in enthusiasm for formal education has resulted 
in the Polynesian devaluing education for other more tangible 
rewards. 
Innovation in educational policy aimed at providing the 
Polynesian with an education which is intrinsically valuable to 
him, has been slow. This despite the immediate urgency and 
despite the findings and recommendations of the various 
Commissions and Committees set up by Government. Specifically 9 
what is needed is the type of innovation which will encourage 
a greater degree of involvement by both pupil and parent; 
innovation that will effectively close the gap in attainment 
level between Polynesian and European. 
In examining this problem it becomes obvious that the 
assumptionswhich may be widely held, either consciously or 
partly or wholly unconsciously, concerning education must also 
be explored so that the various types of innovation can be 
analysed in terms of their effect in the system and on the 
community. An examination of these presuppositions is necessary 
to allow for, and to counteract,possible bias which may interfere 
with any recommendations which may ensue. Also, i t allows for 
critical thought and refle ction on that assumption so that the 
universal tend~ncy to make no systematic attempt to explain and 
justify the principles on which the education system is based 
can be avoided. 
These presuppositions can be found within existing or 
i mplemented policies and have largely determined the various 
policy statements: educational, racial, social, recreational, 
penal. Any one of these presuppositions, once exposed and found 
to be an immediate influence , can be examined to determine just 
what extent they have i nfluenced, or are influencing, the 
Polynesian educational structure. A variety of a lternatives 
and possible solutions could instead be implemented. 
The principle objective then is: to explore these 
presuppositions and possible alternatives in order that the 
resultant recommendations might be implemented in an attempt to 
raise the level of Polynes i an under-achievement. The four 
main steps in this process a re : 
1. To show that any one educational presupposition 
'may' be held or that it is widely held, 
consciously or unconsciously . 
2. To show what effect this presupposition has had, 
or is having 9 upon the Po lynesian educational 
system. 
3. To examine this effect and to explore the possible 
variations and solutions of diverse alternative 
policies. 
4. To arrive at and to recommend what action might 
be taken to alleviate the discrepanc ies and 
inequalities that are found to be important 
determinants of Polynesian under-achievement . 
The solutions and recommendations that are advanced in 
iv 
this thesis have been the result of careful analysis and 
examination of the unstated presuppositions, the principal 
factors affecting them and the principles in which they are 
embedded. These recommendations a re not intended to be 
prescriptive. They are not the only possible recommendations 
but are perhaps the most appropriate. They are the end 
product of an i nduct ive logical inquiry utilizing the findings 
of empirical r esearch where available and appropriate. Some 
of them have already been implemented since this thesis was 
begun. However, it is not des irable , nor necessary, to remove 
them simply because they have been implemented and therefore 
rendered obsolete . The argumentation for them , in fact, is 
given greater credence in a world that views philosophical 
i nquiry as merely a priori . These recommendations must be 
retained to allow for the cont inuity of argument a nd the facts 
which support them. 
V 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Throughout the period that this thesis has been written 
many people have assisted me and in various ways. To these 
people I wish to tender my sincere thanks and gratitude. In 
particular, I would like to acknowledge: 
Professor C. G. :t-L . tlj,11, Of Massey University, in the first 
instance for approving the topic and for willingly offering his 
assistance and encouragement on every occasion that he was 
contacted subsequently. 
Mr David Stenhous~J my supervisor, for his enthusiasm 
and the many hours that he willingly made available to read and 
comment upon the draft material~ His enthusiasm and interest in 
Maori educat ion became obvious from suggestions made whilst I 
was completing my M,A. papers in 1970. I completed an initia l 
mini-thesis on this topic during that year, and the suggestion 
was put forward to complete my thes is on the same topic. As a 
result of David's interest in, and his awareness of, the need 
for research within the whole spectrum of Polynesian education, 
a publication examining the critical issues in Polynesian 
education is soon to be published. 
Mr Hugh Templeton, for arranging borrowing rights on the 
Otago University Library thus saving many hundreds of miles in 
travelling to and from Dunedin. 
Mr F.W. Kidd, of the Otago University Library,for his 
able assistance in arranging staff borrowing privileges on the 
Library. 
Th~Massey Univer§ity Library, for such assistance as it 
was able to offer. 
Elaine Daamen, for the many hours she put in to proof 
reading the draft material and for her helpful comments. 
vi 
~udith Drysdale, my typist, for offering to type the 
stencils at very short notice and over a limited period of time. 
Also I would like to thank her for the comments and queries she 
raised at different points during the final typing. 
Finall_y .JnJ:: wife.J __ Loe ta, for without whose patience 1 
forbearance and constant motivation during the past two years, 
this thesis might not have been completed. 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 
Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 
Chapter 8 
Chapter 9 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Abstract 
1:.. cknowledgemen ts 
Table of Contents 
List of Tables 
Why Exao ine the Unstated Presuppositions 
of an Educationa l System? 
Definitions and Terminology 
Historical Survey of Policies and 
Provis ionso 
Europeanisationo 
Equal ity of Educational Opportunity 
For And Against Separate Educational 
Fa c i 1 it i e s o 
The English Language Versus The Maori 
Languageo 
The Attitudinal Barri er 
Where Now? 
Appendices 
References 
. Page 
Number 
ii 
V 
vii 
viii 
1 
17 
21 
36 
59 
74 
91 
108 
120 
122 
124 
Table 1 
Tabl e 2 
Table 3 
_;LIST OF TABLES 
Pupils in State Primary and Maori 
Schoo l s 1962-1 966 0 
Attainments of School Leavers: 1969 
Destination of School Leavers: 1969 
Table 4 .Ao Percentage of State Secondary School 
Leavers by Years of .Attendance 
1955- 19600 
Table 4 Bo Percentage of State Secondary School 
Leavers by Attainment 1955-1960 
Table 5 Maori Sixth Formers in Private 
.Appendix I 
.Appendix II 
Schools as a Percent age of all 
Maori Sixth Formerso 
APPENDI CES 
Maori Education : Forms Three and 
Four Leavers: School Certifica te 
Passes: Teachers ' Colleges and 
University Entrants 1962- 1966. 
Summary of Researchers in Polynesian 
Education and Some of their 
i'I Suggested Determinantso 
Page 53 
Page 62 
Page 63 
Page 64 
Page 64 
Page 84 
Page 122 
Page 123 
